A mile-high welcome is extended to you and your guests from all of us serving on your Board. We’re a pretty friendly bunch of flat-landers. The Board hosts an annual get-together the evening of our annual Association meeting in October. 

The most important person you need to get to know is Ed Bonza of Carefree Home Services (209) 795-3532, carefree@goldrush.com Ed was a resident at the CHC for many moons and knows the quirks and details of every building. He is employed by the Association to take care of maintenance our common area, including the pool.

We have a contract with Clark Pest Control. Their number is (209) 795-1010.  Our Association Insurance Agent is Marciella Gutierrez of State Farm (510) 866-0990. Please consider also getting condo insurance for your interior and possessions through your own agent. The driveway is snow-plowed in the winter. No additional arrangements need to be made by the homeowner. 

Failure to properly winterize can cause no end of damage, expense, and headache.  If you are not sure of what you are doing, hire Ed. First, turn off the breaker for the electric water heater. Mark this breaker clearly for future reference. Next, close your main water valve and open the drain valve(s). Open all the faucet valves and flush the toilets. Put ½ c of anti-freeze in each toilet and 1/4 to 1/3 c in each drain and the toilet tanks. Open the outside hose bib. 

When opening in the winter, do the reverse of the above. Switching on the electric water heater is the last thing you do when opening. 

In the summer we share our hilltop with an interesting variety of generally harmless insects. There are some spectacular moths in the area. 

We have a wide variety of fauna and flora on our hilltop. Bears, deer, raccoons, big cats, coyotes, squirrels, bats, and feral kitties all have been spotted in the vicinity. 

We have two varieties of fir (Douglas and White), several kinds of pines, black oak and incense cedar on our property. Some of the cedars appear to be singed. They are not. It’s a symbiotic fungal infection.  

The Visitor Center at Big Trees State Park offers a selection of nature books to help you become familiar with the area.

In spring, yellow iris bloom followed by blue lupine, wild alyssum, red pine drops, purple penstemons, yellow monkey flower, pink pussy paws and white kit-kit-dizze. For a few short days we also have some fascinating vivid orange cup-shaped fungi rising from the duff. In the late spring, pine drops spring up in shady spots. Native orchids have also been spotted.

There are several on-line sources for weather and news of interest for this area. Bear Valley has its own page with weather and ski conditions as well as a calendar of events at Bear Valley.

Thank you in advance for your courtesy in respecting your neighbors who share the top of the hill with you. 

Enjoy!

How to be a Good Neighbor: 

· Please keep your dog on a leash, 

· Don’t feed the raccoons, 

· Put all ashes in the red ash cans next to the dumpsters, 

· Put the hasp back on the dumpsters so the bears   don’t have a picnic, 

· Keep the pool gate locked, 

· Don’t throw things in the pool (such as rocks),

· Clear a 30 foot perimeter around your place in the spring, 

· Keep noise to a minimum between 10 and 8, 

· Be respectful of your neighbors all the time,     most folks are here to     enjoy the peace and quiet,

· Pay your fees promptly, 

· Winterize, and 

· Ride bikes on pavement to prevent erosion. 

     Welcome to

     The  Country Houses

       The Homeowner’s Association Board

           3436 Hoopa Circle

